
 
 
 
 
 
April 30, 2002 
 
 
 
The Honorable Board of Supervisors 
County of Los Angeles 
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration 
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
Dear Supervisors: 
 

ASSIGNMENT AND ASSUMPTION AGREEMENT AND 
NOTICE OF DESIGNATED OFFEREE FOR EAST CANYON 

(FIFTH DISTRICT) (3 VOTES) 
 
IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD: 
 

1. Adopt and instruct the Chairman to sign the Assignment and Assumption 
Agreement and Notice of Designated Offeree (“Agreement”) between 
Browning-Ferris Industries of California, Inc. (BFI), the Mountains Recreation and 
Conservation Authority (MRCA), and the County to effect the assignment of East 
Canyon to MRCA and to preserve the subject property for open space and 
recreational uses.  

 
PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 
On October 28, 1992, the County and BFI entered into an Offer of Dedication and 
Agreement for East Canyon, (507 acres), as open space for the purpose of wildlife 
preservation and park and recreational use.  The Offer allows the County to designate any 
public agency as an Alternate (“Designated”) Offeree.  The Offer also provided for riding 
and hiking trail dedications to the satisfaction of the Director of Parks and Recreation. 
 
The Agreement: 
 
• Designates MRCA as the Designated Offeree under the Offer. 
 
• Provides the County with a first right of refusal to accept the Property for $0 in the event 

MRCA decides to transfer the property to a third party, other than the Santa Monica 
Mountains Conservancy.  The County will have the right to accept the first right of 
refusal at its sole discretion. 
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• Requires BFI and MRCA to execute a perpetual Irrevocable Offer of Dedication for 

those portions of land to be used as public trails for riding and hiking, and other 
non-motorized recreational uses.  The County will have the option to accept the 
Irrevocable Offer of Dedication at its sole discretion including to give the County the 
option to assure that the trails remain open to the public. 

 
Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals  
 
The recommended action implements the following goals of the County Strategic Plan: 
(1) Organizational Effectiveness and Service Excellence: the recommended action is a 
collaborative partnership between the private sector and two public agencies, the MRCA 
and the County of Los Angeles. Through this partnership, an open space area with riding 
and hiking trails is being dedicated and maintained as a service to, and for the continued 
use of the public. (2) Fiscal Responsibility: Assignment of the dedicated open space and 
trails to the MCRA provides the most cost-effective means of maintaining the property for 
the public's use. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING 
 
There will be no fiscal impact to the County related to execution of the Agreement.  The 
maintenance of East Canyon open space, including the riding and hiking trails will be the 
sole responsibility of the MRCA. 
 
FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS 
 
The Agreement will: 
 
• Obligate MRCA to maintain East Canyon for open space, wildlife preservation, and 

recreational uses. 
 
• Designate MRCA as the Designated Offeree for acceptance of the Property under the 

Offer. 
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• Obligate MRCA to maintain a riding and hiking trail over the Property. 
 
The Office of County Counsel has approved the Agreement as to form. 
 
IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS) 
 
There will be no impact on County services resulting from execution of the Agreement.  
Should the MRCA accept the Offer of Dedication, it will enhance recreational opportunities 
for the public, create an essential riding and hiking trail connection with the County’s Gavin 
Canyon Trail System, and preserve wildlife areas in the County. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION 
 
The transfer to the MRCA of the County’s right to accept BFI’s Offer of Dedication is not 
subject to the California Environmental Quality Act because it can be seen with certainty 
that there is no possibility that the activity in question may have a significant effect on the 
environment.  Should the MRCA accept the Offer of Dedication, it would have to prepare 
the appropriate environmental documentation for that action. 
 
CONCLUSION  
 
The exhibits to the Agreement are available for public review at the Executive Office, Clerk 
of the Board. 
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The Chief Administrative Office is filing four signed Agreements, and accompanying 
exhibits (three exhibits per Agreement).  One Agreement with the exhibits should be 
retained by the Executive Office, Clerk of the Board and the other three Agreements with 
exhibits should be returned to the Chief Administrative Office, Office of Unincorporated 
Area Services and Special Projects for distribution to the appropriate parties. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
DAVID E. JANSSEN 
Chief Administrative Officer 
 
DEJ:LS 
MKZ:DSP:os 
 
Attachment 
 
c: Assessor (Agreement only, no exhibits) 
 County Counsel (Agreement only, no exhibits) 

Director and Chief Medical Officer of Health Services (Agreement only, no exhibits) 
Director of Parks and Recreation (Agreement only, no exhibits) 
Director of Public Works (Agreement only, no exhibits) 
Planning Director of Regional Planning (Agreement only, no exhibits) 
Browning-Ferris Industries (Agreement only, no exhibits) 
Mountains Recreation and Conservation Authority (Agreement only, no exhibits) 
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